Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty versus endovascular stent placement in the treatment of venous stenoses in patients undergoing hemodialysis: intermediate results.
This report describes intermediate findings from an ongoing prospective randomized trial comparing the results of percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) with results of endovascular stent placement in patients undergoing hemodialysis. Among 87 consecutive patients with venous stenoses or occlusions, 47 (54%) were treated with PTA alone and 40 (46%) were treated with PTA and stent placement. For peripheral sites, the primary patency rates for PTA at 60, 180, and 360 days were 55%, 31%, and 10%, respectively, and for stents were 36%, 27%, and 11%, respectively (P = .6528). The secondary patency rates for PTA at 60, 180, and 360 days were 94%, 80%, and 71%, respectively, and for stents were 73%, 64%, and 64%, respectively (P = .1677). For central sites, the primary patency rates for PTA at 60, 180, and 360 days were 81%, 23%, and 12%, respectively, and for stents were 67%, 11%, and 11%, respectively (P = .4595). The secondary patency rates for PTA were 100% at each interval, and for stents were 100%, 89%, and 78%, respectively (P = .5408). Intermediate results suggest that, overall, there is no difference in the patency rates for peripheral venous stenoses in dialysis patients treated with PTA or PTA and endovascular stent placement. At this time, the numbers of patients are too small to conclude if certain sites such as larger central veins will respond better to one treatment or the other.